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LAST YEAR, REEVES DIRECTED TV FILMS RIP VAN RONKEL AND HIS WIFE CAROL
He wanted to avoid “bottleneck” of type-casting. Tl o say Reeves was unhappy over the Superman tag.
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‘Su

perman’s

’ A

Parents Face Problem: ‘What
Do We Say About His Suicide?’

BY PAUL. WEE

KS. Stafl Writer

i faet “minwte,

‘Supefman’s’ Death
Blamed on ‘Jungle’

Continued from Fiest Page’  “[e didn’t oven say good-

said that on Monday Reeves '()i\'- We didn't have mlt\' heefl.
st , Y o ¢ He just went upstairs anc
was fold by the producers of O himselt, 1o was that

the “Superman” shew that a’simple.
hudget had been pyepaved to: “[L was just that his heart
shoot a new series of shows|\Wa s  broken  because.  he
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Lou Koza this. fall. gt:ouldn't get 2 jo' and bring
: Concernitig & report thatf - the things he wanted to.”
Collection g & vepert A" prother Due Hers |

she had saidl Rexves was go-
ing to ki't himself, Miss !.f‘m-i

’

Reeves mother, Mis.
Helen Bessolo. of Galesburg.
11, is flving here toniorrow
i {lor servieas which will be
held Friday under direction

mon siid;
1 » .- 3 ®
his  mother: opyy ot efaipvayant,

wouldn'tzlet hwg fight, She’

“What do 1 tell my childven?” , :
That was the yuestion facing thousunds of parents,

b soves a€ TS Supermi
whose Kiddies Knew George Reeves as TVis Supermin.

witg afraid- he'd: get hanged:
up and ruin his aecting -
reer.” ;

liave stopped him. I'd have
Sopped - him or bhe'd have'
cone [or hroke -- he'd have
gunned me, ton,"”

iof Gates, Kingley & GCates,
"West Los Ahgeies.
Palthearers will _be Alan,

their “Indestructible’ idof,

Children enough
yead- toldoyornger onis that
S[tperman had shot himsel
1o, death  early  yesteoday,
I'heye had never; heen an-
other Superman, Reevy
iplaver it § years.

What should parents tell
their children if they- ask?

“Fhe tenth, of conrse.” oncy

nid

imother said, *Tell them that|’

‘Superman is not dead.

! “Reeves, the actor.” she
jsuggested, “merely played
ISupermaiy — much as vowr
%vhildrcn play Superman. He
wasn't  really  Supermar.

{Play-acting children, o,

iknow they're net really Su.:

|perman, cven while pretend-
jing they are.” .
| Jungle of TV

Some of: Reeves' friends

|blamed: “the jungle of ‘Hol-:

Jywood. and: TV" for his su-
eider A= e aclor, he was
20 typed with ‘the ‘role le
‘couldn’t get another acting
‘job. - et | i
i 1le has bheen unemployed
‘zince completion of the 103-
ililm series more than a year
jfund a half ago. .

However, he wasn’t broke.
Arthur Weissman, business
manager’ for ‘the actor, de-
clared: LB

“"George .received' no . ve-
siduals .[rom- re-runs- of, his
first .23 films but undee his
contract he did from the re-
malning ‘ones; It's hard to
estimate his income since the
last-film_he made two years
ago, hut-at that time he was

Ly,

making about $5,000 a week." |

o2 Income” High' .

. ‘Asked to estitnate Reeves'
income= since - then, - \Yeiss-
man said’he could not. But
when. pressed as to-whether
it was more than $1,000-a
menth, - Weissman replicd,

3

Jep was Swell in excess of

that.”

Reeves bogan filining the

tserics on the eld NKO oL

in Culver City on July 30,
10:1.

“I1is face looked closest to
the character. in the comic
steip.” it was explained Dby
‘tha  proslucers, Bernayd Lt
her and. Rabert Maxwell,
wha tested mere thun 200
apnticants,

Shortly after the  series
stavted. Neeves fell fropt #
Lkl o the set. LHle w
gk b cwhisked deyav and
the meident was hushel up
(e iy weuld never do o for
sSupernan’s”  yulperahility
Jto hinmanmishaps to beeome
tknown,

! The actor, {5, had been in!
:shn\r husiness 2T years,

i He was bovn in Wondstock,
., the son of a druggist, and
Pwas brought to Califormia as
fa haby,

At Pasadena Playhouse

liducated in Pasadena
scheols, he showed eariv in-
terest I dramatics, and en-
voiled at the Pasadena PMay.
house,

Mannie Pineda. Pasadena
sports . writerr . who once
sparred with Reeves i the
ving, said today:

“He was a greal ring pros- .
pect in 1032 and enteverd the
1Goldan- Gloves, But al the
faet —minute,  his  mather

"a

Ladd. Gig Young, Bill Tread-;

Married in 1041
‘well, Ken Hansen, Damien,

Neeves. wax - matrried in'
El'nora: Needles, who &1s
was a:student: at the l’as"a’-I
dena“Playhouse; from 1941
to 1049, when they were dis
vorged, - Y !

Leviore Lemmmon, fhe for-
mer--New - York showgivi
whom' Reeves' was to marry
Friday: in Mexico City. and,
avho heard the'fatal shot.in;
his _home, sobbed (nday:

rItzawas  the. Hollywood
svstem_ which drgve him to
kil himsell,” .

‘5 Returns (o Mome

Miss: Lemmon hioke: her
silence alter returning from
a  private " invasion of herf |
fiance's sealed home at 1379
Benedict, Canyon Dry, Bever ,
ly: Hills, She had gone there} !
to get-some of hor clothes
and to'recover a pet eat, - !

Miss Lemmon  spicd she!
went te the house vesterday;
andl found thyt Weissman,
who had been namerd admiy-
istrator  of “Regves' estate,
said he waz going 1o change|
the lacks on the house, i

Weissnian expluned  thatl
the heise had been ordered]
zealed hy the coumy admin.
Istrator,

New Series for TV }

He said Miss Lemmon el
Mrs, Pan Dailey enterad 1he;
house illegalty” and thit the|
covancy’s office and palice] §
advised him to chinge the
locks on e houze beeause’
he would he responsihle fm"
e eontents, LR

Weissman, an old friend
husiness associnte and pors

‘Diamonds, Moonheams’

“He wanted (o bring me
the mpon and diamonds and|
maonheams and he just|

eouldnt de. it because hej
just couldn’t get a job,

SADDENED OVER THE DEATH OF IS HEROQ, SUPERMAN
Charley Kephart, 7, of 22235 Berkeley Ave. doesn’t know what to make

sonal manager of the aetor,
Turn to Page £ Column 2

-




who has been an

the cameras these days, &
Superman so long that producers
George took over as director on
enthused about doing more,"

tion company. (AP Wirephoto)
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Los Angeles Examiner, Wednesday June 17, 1959

‘Superman’ Suicide
as Wedding Day Nears

(Another photo on Page 3)
Superman—Actor George Reeves, 45—shot and
killed himself in his Benedict Canyon home early

T| yesterday, leaving his friends shocked and puzzled
| and a worldful of children

4| desolate.

ik The TV “man of steél”

7| tired a Luger pistol bullet

# | into his brain—apparently on

Y impulse, a few moments

at| after apologizing for peevish

discourtesies to a late-calling
couple.

| Why? .

No answer occurred to Leo-
nore Lemmon, 35, former
“madcap playgirl of New
York soclety,” whom Reeves
was to have married In Mex-:
ico City next Friday.

‘X-RAY VISION'

In fun, but with an accura.
cy as eerie as if she pos-
sessed Superman’s “xray vi-
sion,” Miss Lemmon de-
scribed Reeves' suicide to the
callers, Mrs. Carol Van Ron-
kel, 33, and Willlam (Bud)
Bliss, 45, while the act was in
progress.

Appalled when she learned
{| that her vislon In jest had
| come true, Miss Lemmon col-
lapsed and was placed under
sedatives.

Screenwriter Rip Van Ron-
kel, not present at the time,
advanced the theory that
Reeves was heart-broken be.
cause he was “typed as Su-
| perman” and could get no
| other acting jobs.

In New York Mrs. Arthur
| XK. Lemmmon, mother of
| Reeves' fiancee, recalled the
| actor was injured in an auto-
mobile accident April 8, and
believed this may have had
| something to do with his act.
But Mrs. Van Ronkel, an
| old {riend of Reeves, sald:
| “The truth is that Super-
| man was a pussycat. All who
knew him, men and women,
wanted to cuddle and care
d for him. He was like a puppy
IN ROLE of *Super- |4o0 happy one minute and

&

man,” George Reeves
thrilled many youngsters.

worrled slck the next.”
This view was shared by

Turn to Page 15, Cols, 26
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‘Superman’: Asked Late Callers to Leave

From Page One

Another old friend, Mrs
Gwen Dailey, wife of Dan
Dailey, the actor, who said:

“George and Leonore were
supposed Lo have come to our
Chatsworth home for a swim
vesterday (Monday). He called
me and said they couldn't
make it, but told me:

“At last T know exactly

Luger at hand and a bullet
wound in his right temple,

Miss Lemmon sald, “George
couldn’t exist in this kind of
a2 world. That's why he killed
himself. He died of a broken
heart.

“From being Superman he
couldn’t get a job. He had
been Superman on TV for
eight years. A year and a half
ago they stopped making
them.

“George hadn't had a job
since. His dignity was shat-
tered. He was typed, and it
was ‘Sorry, George. We think
you're great, George, but we
can't use you.'

“He had been depressed for
months and months, but he
:ﬂd it. He was full of chuck-
g .

Reeves became TV's "Super-
man" eight years ago and
played the role ir: more than

100 television films which are
still playing all over the
world.

Friends sald he received
“residual payments” from

showing of the Superman
films, but that he ha:found
no work as an actorbevon
filming of the series fo
more than a year ago.

what I'm doing and where

I'm going, and I've never
been so happy.”

Detective Sgt. V. A. Peter-
son said police were inform-
ed Reeves had retired at his
1579 Benedict Canyon home
when Mrs. Van Ronkel, who
lives nearby at 2300 Benedict
Canyon, telephoned that she
and Bliss would like to “come
over for a few minutes.”

A house guest, Robert (Bob-
bie) Condon, New York writ-

er, 45, was preparing for bed,
but Miss Lemmon,
guest, answered the tele-

phone and invited Mrs, Van

Ronkel and Bliss to come
along.

They arrived a few minutes
after 1 a. m,, Sgt. Peterson
reporteq, and shortly after-
ward Reeves came down:
stalirs In a dressing robe and
remonstrated with them for
calllng “at this ungodly
hour.”

Peterson quoted Bliss, a
heating equipment manufac:
turer, as saying Reeves asked

Mrs. Van Ronkel to leave, and |

that:
“lI apologized to him, and

also a |

F

AT

[ e

he seemed to cool off, He |-

apologized to both Carol and
myself, then excused himself
and went upstairs™

JEST

At this, Miss Lemmman, ac-
customed to Reeves’ mercu-
rial changes of mood from
anger or elation to abject de-
préssion, remarked jok!ng!y

“Well, he’s probably gomg
to kill himself now.”

Peterson said Miss Lemmon
knew Reeves kept a pistol in
a nightstand at his bedside,
and, on hearing sounds froniy
above, added to the jest with:

“See? He's opening the
drawer now..."

The sound of a shot fol-
lowed. :

Bliss and Condon rushed
upstairs and found Reeves

sprawled across his bed, the

re Lemmon and wdenity
Id be cithe
Bliss or Robert Condo

Image added

M
Willian



Fiancee Tells Motive of Star's Suicide

‘Superman’ Killed

By Broken He

r

Former New York actress Leouo(l‘c LLIL 10n, 83,
whose plans to wed George (Superman) Reeves, 45,
were shattered when he shet and killed himself. re-
gained her compesure sufficiently teday lo discuss

motives behind the suicide.

“George just couldn’t
exist in this kind of
world,” Miss Lemmon said.
“That's why he Kkilled him-
self.

“He died of a broken
heart. He was the sweet-
est gentlest, most tender
man. T can’t begin to tell
you.

105 SUPERMAN FILMS

“He was known as Su-
perman to children every-

where. He was heautiful
with children. But from
being Superman. he

couldn’t zet a iob, What 1
mean is this—he had been
Superman on TV for eight
years. He made 105 Super-
man pictures. A vear and
a half ago. theyr stopped
making them. They had
enough.

Today Leonore Lemmon Tells Why George Reeves Killed Himself:

‘George hadn't had a iob
since then. His dignity was
shattered. He was typed,
and it was ‘sorry, George,
we think vou're great,
George, but we can’t use
you.

“You don't know what
kind of business this is.
This is a jungle. That's it.
A slap on the back. You're
a good guy. Bul, no more
than that.

“George hadn't had a job
pressed for months and
months. Normally, he hid
it. He was full of chuckles.

“He wasn't in financial

trouhie. He had enough
money. But he wanted to
work.”

Los Angeles Evening Herald
Wednesday June 17, 1959

MARRIAGE NEAR

Miss Lemmon. who first
met Reeves last October, was
one of four friends present
in the living room of Reeves’
home at 1579 Benedict Can-
yon dr. early yesterday when
he went upstairs to a secoend
story bedroom and shot him
self
Reeves and Miss Lemimon
were to have been married
Friday .n Tijuana

The one.time actress said
that in addition to Reeves
despondency aver lack of
work he was also botiiered by
the unwelcome attentions of
anotiier wonian

“But J don’t want to talk
about her,” Miss Lemimon
explained. “She had been
harassing him. I van’l tell
you who she was”

Funeral arrangements for
the handsome, jutjawed
Reeves, whose real name was
George [. Bessolo, are pend
ing the arrival here o!l his
mother Mrs. Helan Bessolo,
from her Henie n CGaleshurg

Lou Koza Collection

—Associated Press Wirephote

‘SUPERMAN' AND FIANCEE ON A RECENT DINNER DATE

‘He Died

of a Broken Heart. He Couldn’t Exist in This Kind of World
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Superman Kills Himself;
Fiancee Called the Shot

Hollvwood.  June

acting jobs alter

his Nancee. cale  socialite

The end ol Reeves 27 -vear
dramatic carcer was as weird as
any scene he had plaved on the
movie of television screen Po-
wee Set VA Peterson gave this
account

Reeves and his house guests
Miss Lemmon, 38, and writes
Robert Condon. 45 had retired 1o
therr respective bedrooms late
About 230 A M. wo

last meht
foiends. William Bliss and Mrs
Carol Van Ronkle. dropped by
and awakened them

Reeves areued with Bliss over
the lateness of the hour, then
apologized and sid T'm tired
I gome 1o bed
upstairs

Find No Messages

Miss Lemmon. who planned to
marny the 45-vear-old actor
uana, Mexweo. Foday. bluried
le's gomg to shoot imsell
I'he others treated her remark
as a joke. but she uncanmily con
tnued. “He's openmg a drawer o
eel the gun

Then o shot was heard
See there == 1 wld vou Miss
L emmon exclamed

Reeves nude body was found
on his bed. o bullet trom o 30
caliber Luger pistol i hus temple
No nole was lound

Why ded he do nt”

Because he was known as Su-
perman to 9 oulhion children. but
he couldn t getajob - Niss Lem
mon said

They  stopped

seres o year and a halt a

shootimg  the

ey had 103 chapters hshed
and they can show them for the
rest ol ther Tines
Sensitive. She Savs
That combined with the Lt
that a woman never got ofl hus
back A worman who wanted
him. nevesr lelt lnm alone
For the past lour months,  she
has been callimg um 20 times a
day. starting a1
I dont sy

7 the moring
that s the reason
but it was one ol the motivating
factors

| think evervthmg st kind
ol swooped down on a very sensi
Lve man

Reeves had oftered his services

16 (AP)---George
starring as

l.enore

e disappeared

|\\\\\ S
Killed

predicted his death

I'V's Superman

L emmorn.

de l‘lk\‘L\l because he

himsell

could find no

\‘.xll.\ l\‘(l\l_\ seconds after

L]

cood e

as a professional  wrestler and

had been able to get one hooking

wo-round exhubition with

ehit et champ Archie
Muoore San Diego. Calit

Bom 1" Woolstoch lowa
Reeves studwed drmmaties ot the

Pasadena Plavhouse e appeared

cluding the Hopalong  Cassidy

e Wind
] w o retwmed W Holly-
wood alter World War 11 Army
ce. he drew only a lew roles

o New York tor TN

and “Gone With t

A well<built
roatutal tor the role of Supes
¢ stened up

reall the wopardy i held tor

Reeves and hancee. Lenore Lemmon

1AS ted Press Wirephotos

durnmg recent mzht ou

I was hungny he admitied

Center ol Nitery Fight
Miss  Lemmon.  daugl

Broadway  nicket broker Authu

ner ol
K Lemmon, fiest made news in
'-LA\k.I‘kl'll

a Stork Club !

started when he

n wile objected.
when she was banned trom the
might club

A month later she eloped with
Vanderbilt Webb, o Van-

divor

lacob

it herr They were
and she wrned Brinsh enten
amer Hamish Menzies in 195
This marnage also ended

dINOICL

l.ou Koza collection
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George Reeves, TV Superman,
Commits Suicide at Coast Home

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., June 16|

(AP) ---George Reeves, televi-
sions’s Superman, killed himself
early today. Seconds earlier his
fiancée had predicted his death.

Friends said Mr. Reeves, 45
years old, had been depressed
because he could find no other
acting jobs.

Police Sgt, V. A.Peterson
said Mr. Reeves and two house
guests---Miss Lenore Lemmon,
35, his fiancée, and Robert Con-
don, a writer --had retired to
their respective bedrooms late
last night.

About 2:30 A. M., the sar-
geant, said, two friends, William
Bliss and Mrs. Carol Van Ron-
kel, came by and awakened
them.

Mr. Reeves argued with Mr.
Bliss over the lateness of the
hour, then apologized and said,
“I'm tired; I'm going to bed.”
He went upstairs.

Miss Lemmon, who planned
to marry the actor in Mexico
Friday, said:

“He’s opening a drawer
get the gun.”

Then a shot was heard. “See
there --1 told you!” Miss Lem-
mon exclaimed.

Mr. Reeves was found dead on
his bed, a bullet from a .30-cali-
ber L.uger pistol in his temple.
No Note was found.

Mr. Reeves was born in Wool-
stock, lowa. He came to Cali-
fornia in 1929 and studied dra-
matics at the Pasadena Play-
house. He had supporting roles
in many films, including “Gone
With the Wind” and “From Here
to Eternity.”

to

l.ou Koza Collection

Associated Press

George Reeves, the actor
who portrayed Superman.

In 1951 he began a television
career as Superman.

The series brought Mr. Reeves
financial security --He was paid
for each television showing --
and the devotion of a vast au-
dience of children. But friends
said this had given him no ful-
fullfillment as an actor.
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Why 'Superman’

—

Killed Self

HOLLYWOQOD, June 16 (AP).—George Reeves, tele-
vision’s Superman, depressed because he could find no actin,
jobs and “because a woman wouldn't let him alone,” kill
himself today, seconds after his [lancee, Lenore Lemmon
predicted his death,

Why did he do it?

“Because though he was known as Superman to 9,000,-
000 children, he couldn’t get a job,” Miss Lemmon said,

“That, combined with the fact |
that a woman never got off his iam Bliss and Mrs, Carol Van

back—a woman wha wanted him, ' Ronkel, dropped by and wakened
never left him alone. For the them,

past four m 1e has been |
calling him st
ing at 7 in the

rgued with Bliss over

the lateness of the hour, then

ed and said: “I'm tirved,

ing to bed.” He disappeared

ational de upstairs.

nas an ex- | o o -

imon said| MISS Lh.\l.\l'().\. who planned
1o marry the 45.year-old actor In

Mexico on Friday, bluried: “He's

| going to shoot himself!”

The ofhers freated her remark
as a joke, but she continued:
“he’s opening a deawer 1o get the
Then a shot was  heards
there — I told yon!™ Miss
s and his house guests, non exclaimed,
mmon, 85 and writer| Reeves' nude body was found

, 43, had rvetived to, on his bed, a bullet from a .30

[United Press 1
seribed the other v

had p

on serg

"
. Peterson gave

Lenore Lemmon . . . fiancee of ill-fated George George "Superman’ Reeves...closes his 27- thelr bedrooms late last night. Luger pistol in his temple. No
Reeves, she foresaw his suicide. year career with dramatic, violent finis. Abouf 2:30 a.m. two friends, Will-  note was found.

IN A DESPERATE hunt for
work, Reeves had even offered
his services as a professional

loved by milliens of TV fans

Cl1y 57 : T
/_,Leﬁnofe: Super gal in Headlines [

By; HARRY ALT
Tenore Temmon  would

~

have

been the right mate for Super
man, She’s been something of a
Superwoman herself. in collecting
headlines sinee she was a bright.

eyed deb in New York.

She was the fiancee of George

Reeves, TV Superman,
killed himself yesterday,

throughout the world, he still

LENORE, daughter of a pros-| Lenore Is 36 now, und » lot of lasted all of two days bafore the!eould find no work in acling,
perous ticket-broker, always had quips have passed over glu- ll.ll".‘ gendarmes  grabbed .l.'|k|_\- on a Born in Woolstock, I, Reeves
gift for the Startlng phrase. Also n lot of punches, given and | matter of bouncing checks. came to Californin in 1929 and
When she first came to publie | 18Ken. LENORE HAD hersell a (ling studied dramatics al fhe Pasa-
notice—in a sej suit in-|  She got the heaveho out of the 4t the night clubs from the dena Playhouse, He sppeared in
volving some cafe society fig- Stork Club, for a fist-fight with other side of the ropes, then, many films during the 30s, In-

ures — she chortled joyously, | #nother glamor girl. becoming an entertaine: with one cluding the Hopalong f'auldy

“Just think! Here T am only 18] She eloped, at 18, with the very | very entertaining  ditly called, | series, and as one of the Tarlton
who —and already namet a core- | social Jakie Webb, of the Vander- X ' - g ———

' spondent!” 5 bilt clan—and their togetherness  Continved on Page 20 . Continved on Page 20
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George Reeves As ‘Superman’

TV SUPERMAN
ENDS HIS LIFE
WITH BULLET

Guests Hear Shot, Find
George Reeves Dead

lollywood, Junc 16
cial }--

iSpe-
-George Reeves, 45, who
portraved
* Superman ™
in more than
100 television
films, sholt
and killed
himself Tues-
day in his bed-
room in his
Benedict can-
yon home.

In the house
at the time of
Leonore

Roereven

the shooting were
Lemmon, 35 his Nancée,
RobertCondon, a writer,
William friend, of
lHollywood, and Miss Carol
Von Ronkel, a ncighbor.

and Condon
puest and Bliss

Ronkel were

Bliss, a

Miss Lemmon
were house
and Miss Von
midnight callers.

Ordered Visitor Out

Miss Lemmon, who said she
and Reeves were to have been
marricd Friday, said Receves
had retired when Bliss and
Miss Von Ronkel appeared
She said Reeves came down
Stairs, objected to  the late
ness of the call, and ordered

the visitors to leave.

SUPERIAN
1§ SUIGIDE

1959

“When Reeves went back

upstairs | had a premonition
i was gomg to shoot him

selll™ Miss L

“Then we

maon sand

i shot.”

heard the
Friends  said  Rceeves had
not worked regularly  in two

yvears and was  despondent

uLval !'.“‘}' ‘Ik"l: ;.I\t[ \II\E"\“"
Iy with ™ Superman ™ that he
found it difficult 1o get other
roles.

Lethargic Since Accident
Reeves sullered a head in-
jury April 8 in an automobile
crash ncar his home. Iriends

sad  he ad been

athargic
sinee this accident.,

he had planned
to 2o to San Dicgo Tuesday

However

1o box wo exhibinion rounds

with  Archie Moore, world’s

hight heavyweight champion,
I

and had 1alked ol embarking
on a wrestling career He
madde hl‘- movice  debut il'l
1937 playving one ol the Tar-
leton twins i 7 Gone Watl

the Wind.”™ 1l

several H-'l‘.;hl:lj_' 1SS \’f

appeared In

films
Miss Lemmon,
a Broadway ticket broker, s

a ftamilar  figure in
York ( iy cale night te. She
was married o 194 0

Vanderbilt Webb, an herr 1o

we Vanderbilt fortune, and

divoreed in 1946,

1Pt NMEZ) Mueme, | SUPERMAN AND FIANCEE --Geoge
Red wit for his televistonrole as “Superman’ and lus fiancee Lenore Lemmon are

swi i they appeared here Apnl 30 Reeves was i wl 1oday in s Hollywood

al:t e Police saird tns death wa | | el ¥l

wim

lLou Koza collection
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Reeves, Superman of TV,
Kills Himself in His Home

Actor Believed !
Discouraged by |
Slump in Career

Actor George Reeves, 45,
|known to children the world
lover as television's Super-
man, killed himself with a
|builet through the head
early yesterday in hils Bene-
dict Canyon home, police
reported.

Although the motive was
mot completely clear, police
said Reeves wag discouraged
;over the slump In hig acting
career since he finished film-
ing the Superman series,
|which is sti!l running in
many cities, <

Element of Mystery

An element ,of mystery
way injected by his fiancee,
Miss Lenore Lemmon, 35,
an actress from New York,
who said they were to be
married Friday in Tijuana,
Seconds before the fatal shat
was heard, Miss Lemmon in-
explicably predicted to visi-
tors that Reeves was going
to kil himsell.

The nusky aclor, 2 wres-
tling, judo and boxing en-
|thusiast, was scheduled for
an exhibition bout with Ar-
chie Mcore, the light heavy-
welght champion, in San Di-
ego today, police said.
|  Miss Lemmon and Robert

Condon, 45, a New York
writer, were guests of Reeves
at his home, 1579 Benedict
Canyon Dr. Condon was
writing a story about Moore,
officers said, and was plan.
ning o do one on Reeves.

Twao Visitors Arrive

The actor and Condon had
retired to their rooms and
Miss lemmon was down-
stairs when, about 1 am,,
two visitors came calling.
They were William Bliss,
145, of 638 Robertson Ave.,|
Beverly Hills, and Mrs, Carol
Van Ronkel, 33, of 2300 Ben-
edict Canyon Dr.

Reeves came downstairs,
irate at being disturbed by
the late callers and declar-
ing that he was “in no mood
‘for a parly,” the others told
{police. He threatened to
“throw Bliss out,” but even-
tually both apologized and
Reeves returned Lo his room.

"He's going upstairs to
snoot himself,” Miss Lem-
mon was quoted as saying.

TAKES OWN LIFE—Actor George Reeves, 45, who

killed himself yesterdoy in his home in Benedict
Canyon, is pictured in the Superman role that made
him known to young television fans the world over.

A noise was heard in’
Reeves' room and Miss Lem-|
mon added, '‘See, he's open-
ling the drawer to get the
igun.”" Then a shot rang out
land Miss Lemmon ex-
iclaimed, “See there, 1 told
t}'cu: he's shot himsell."”

i Body Sprawled on Bed |

Bliss rushed to the room
and found Reeves' nude body
sprawled on the bed, a bul-
let hole through his head. A
'9.mm. German Luger was on
the floor between his feet.
Bliss called police. <)

Detectives said Reeves)
purchased the gun several
days ago and kept it ln a
drawer in his'bedroom.

Miss Lemmon told policel
she was “only kidding" when!
she made the remarks about
Reeves' plans to kill himself,

Two months ago, the actor;

|

suffered a concussion and a
{deep 3-in. gash in his fore-
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head when hls sports car
skidded into an embankment
near hiz home. He was in
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital
several daya,

Met Six Months Agzo

in New York, Miss Lem-
mon's mother, Mrs. Arthur
K. Lemmon, suid her daugh-
met Reeves there about
six months ago. She said the
actor was “in beautiful spir-
is™ when she saw him here
about two weeks ago.

Miss Lemmon, well known
in New York cale society cir-
cles, has not worked as an
actress for a2 number of
years, her mother said. She|
wius formerly marvied to
Vanderbilt heir 7. Vanderbilt
Webb and Hamish Menzies
of Scotiand.

Reeves, whose real name
was George L. Bessolo, was
born in Woolstock, la, and
grew up in Pasadena. He
trained for an acting career
at the Pasudena Community
Playhouse.

Ly

Marriage Fails ‘
There he mel Eleanora|
Needles, a stage player, and
a romunce blossomed. They
were wed in 1940, but the
marrisge ended in divorce.

Reeves’ molion picture
credits included many Hopa-
long Cassidy flms, “Gone
With the Wind,” “Winged
Victory, "So Proudly We
Hail,"” “Till We Meet Again
and “From Here to Eterni-
ty."”

Nide years ago: he was
picked from scores pl actors
forr the, television Superman
role. His 6-(t 2-1n. muscular
frame, straightforward good
looks and prowess in judo
and wrestling (he was Pa-
cific Coust light-heavyweigit
champion while at Pasadena
City College) helped.

It was estimated that the
series drew an audience of 33
millon each year, 485c of
them adults, It became one
of the top programs in Ja-
pan and Reeves received a
letter from the Emperor tell-
ing how much he enjoyed

the series.

The actor's mother, Mrs.
tHelen Bessolo, was notified
|ycslcr(luy in Galesburg, 111,
and was reported en route
here to take charge of ar-
rangements,




uman Weakness Killed ‘Superman'’

B
George Reeves

A Broken Heart

(Special to Newsday)
Hollywood, June 16 (AP1) - To the chi
Superman,” George Reeves was &
who moumed him today, he was 2 man whose life started to end the day he Jost
his role &s a comic-strip character. The story of a man trapped by futilty in the
midst of fame was told by caf¢ plaveirl Lenore Lemmon, fiancée of the
43-vear-0ld etor who committed suicide early vesterdayin bis Hollyweod
home, Miss Lemnion said hie shot himselfto death “because he was known as
Superman to 9,000,000 children, bur he couldn’t geta job.”

Reeves, a handsome. husky siv-fool-wo. porrayed Superman as
thoiugh he were bomn to the cape and tunic of the extre-terrestrialman of
steel. He played the role too well. When his contract ended, Reeves had
typecast himsell as Superman and found it dificult to abtam other parts
He was just anather unemplosed actor. even though reruns of the TV
films were bein

dren who knew him as TV's
emigod to human frailly. Butto a woman

s shown as far away g Japan

There were troubles to plague George Reeves in reallfe. Said Miss Lemmon
“There was  woman who wanted him, who never fet him alone...For the past
{oar months. she had been calling him 20 times a day. starting at 7in the
moming. | don'tsay that's the reason (for Reeves suicide), but it was one

of the motivation fzctors.” She added: | think eversthing just Kind of

swooped down on 2 very sensitive man.”

Reeves death took place at 2:30 AM yesterday in his room. He had
Just left Miss Lemmeon, another house guest, writer Robert Condon, 45,
and two visitors, William Bliss and Carol Von Ronkle

There were reports that after Reeves left, Miss Lemmon blurtec out:
“I1e’s going to shoot himsell.” But teday, sobbing uncontrollably, she

denied that she had predicted his suicide moments before it occurred.
“I'mi not clairvoyant™ she said. “1"d have stopped hir if | knew what
he was going to do." She said that the shooting actually took her by
surprise. “We didn't have any bee!
and shot himself. It wes that simple.”

But while it surprised Miss Lemmon, it didn’t shock her. It was easy
or her to explain her fianede’s suicide. “It was just ihat his heart was

she said, “He just swent upstairs

broken because he couldn't get a job and bring me the things he wanied §
t0.” She said that because he lost his “Superman” job Reeves began
looking for & job in the baffoon world of wrestling and last night had

heen scheduled to go two rounds with light-heavyweight champion

Ne\;\/saay, Wednesday June 17, 1959

Archic Moore. “Jt was too much to take.” she said “after 20 yeas as an

actor you can't forget digr

Miss Lemmon and Reeves were 1o have been married Friday,

but today. instead of making wedding plans, she talked in tears of a LL‘[“‘_"“ Lemmon
" N / 1¢ o Fie Mo

“Superman” who died of human weakness A Grieving Fiance
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